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Abstract

Individuals with special needs constitute a demographic that needs specialized care.
Historically, children had limited interaction with individuals with exceptional needs
inside the classroom setting. They may lack familiarity, empathy, and care for them, as
well as effective communication and interaction. Moreover, Liugui's distant location
leads to a significant deficiency in medical services and educational and cultural
opportunities for individuals with special needs. This program employs community
dentistry clinical internship courses to facilitate field practice. This study examined the
efficacy of enhancing medical university students' oral health education capabilities, as
well as their care, empathy, and communication skills for individuals with special needs,
both before and during the educational intervention.

A single-group pretest-posttest design was utilized. This study employs community
dentistry clinical internship courses for field practice. This study examined the efficacy
of enhancing medical university students' oral health education, as well as their care,
empathy, and communication skills for individuals with special needs, both pre- and
post-instruction. A single-group pretest-posttest design was utilized. The research
instruments comprise the Caring Ability Inventory (CAI), the Jefferson Scale of
Empathy for Healthcare Providers (Chinese version), the Health Professionals
Communication Skills Scale, and an oral health education sclf-assessment scale. The
research findings indicate that the teaching methodologies included into experiential
learning have enhanced students' compassion, empathy, communication skills, and
health education competencies.

Incorporate experiential learning into the lives of individuals with special needs during
the practical application phase. Students demonstrate empathy for the obstacles
encountered by peers with disabilities in self-oral care, while simultaneously employing
care and communication to showcase their professional health education skills.
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